0N THE RDATY

Sam Wollaston

he tieming is nice.
They took away my
high-spec Range Rover
Spart with "eloy
and ivory™ interior and
heated leather seats,
Ten minutes Lter, this e fedla
turms up: a baby blue 0o Slovendan
scooter called Tomos,

D they pod know wha | am?
1'm a distinguished motoging
coamespondent, at & quality
international Bews onganisation.
Yes, thar Sam Wollaston, Sof WTF?

s rhdioulous 1o comparne a Range
Rowver with a Tomos. Bul because the
atter has replaced the former, it
hard nod to. At 55kg he welghs 2.6%
as much as the Range Rover,
also expressed as a peroentage: 1.6,
Cost companed with the cost of the
avidio system on U olhef: 27.0%.
That's right: this vehicle costs a linde
over a quamter the price of the Range
Rovers rodic? Perhaps mow you can
understand my skight shock?

TOMOS CLASSIC XL 45

Price £1,39%

Top speed Z8mph
Acceleration 0-Gomph i
hahahaha

Fael consumption 100-110 mpg

Oy emissions MNIA but it's a two-

stroke 80 no prizes lor greenness
Green rating 1/10
Cool rating 1010

Tomos mopeds and scooters have
been made in Koper, Slovenia, since
1954, originally under licence for
Pusch. You haven't been able tobiay
one here for 30 years. Now they'ne
hack, Though you can get cheaper
Chinese mopsesds amd sooolers,

a Tomos costs bess than amything
froam Rapan or Italy.

T be honest, it's nod hard 1o
see why. 1 don't believe much has
changed im the past 30 years, if mot
simoe 1954. This is motorised two-
wheeled transport at its most basic,
There's no hattery, no ignition,
nothing that isn necessany. Thene
are pedals, 1t has that livid mosquito
notse of a little two-stroke engine
- besis commameon here tham it used o
b, but it brings back memories of
childhood holidays in warmer places.
Plus the semell of burning ofl: il youre
parking in a garage, switch off before
EOing im, 0F Y04 MAy Rever oo ok,
And if you're parking cutside, make
sure you've gl a good lock, because

s weight - il not s desicability
makes it extremely nickable,

The arrival of this ane coinckdes
ol just with the departusne of my
King-of-the-road eff-off four-by-
foar, but also with the arrival of
winler. The commute o work with
Tomas isnt any quicker than on my
bicycle, but it's certainly colder; I'm
pedalling on Uhis, too, mol because
1 need 1o, bat to prevent frosthite.

1 can't pretend 1'm mod thinking
about those heated leather seats,
that 1'm not missing the roof and
the sides, the reom for company,
the hve-grand stereo, the lofty
position, the fecling that I'm not
going to dise amy mimste, On the plus
side, other people seem 10 like me
- and Tomas - a lof better. And I like
mysell a kot better, too. However
busic, whiny and smselly Tosmos is,
heis also chasming. Chic, even,

Ena retro, Slovenian kind of way,
Plias I'm afound 83 grand better off
Cold? What cobd?
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